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Do you think monkeys should be
trained to help humans in
wheelchairs?

What is a Monkey?
Monkeys are primates and all
primates are mammals.
Mammals are creatures that:
• have hair at some point in their lives;
• feed their babies milk;
• have a heart with 4 chambers;
• have a neocortex in the brain; and,
• breathe air.
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All monkeys are primates.
Primates can be classified in different
ways. Some people classify primates
as “Old World” and “New World”
monkeys. For this little book,
monkeys are classified as:

Do you think scientists should be
allowed to experiment on monkeys in
laboratories?

•lemurs;
•monkeys; and,
•apes.
All primates have 5 fingers on each
hand, fingernails, opposable thumbs,
and use both eyes together.
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Do you think people should be
allowed to keep monkeys as pets?

Lemurs are:
• little;
• live naturally in Madagascar, a
country island off the coast of
Africa, and on a few other islands
close to Madagascar;
• are endangered; and,
• have big eyes.
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Labratories

Monkeys and people are similar in a
lot of ways. Because of this, monkeys
are sometimes used for research in
laboratories.
Some people think it is good to
experiment with monkeys because
the experimentation can lead to
medical breakthroughs and save
human lives.

Humans
Humans are considered to be bipedal
primates, or apes.
Bipedal means that we can walk on
two legs.

Other people think that it is cruel to
experiment on monkeys; that the
information gained is not valid
because it is learned about monkeys
and not humans; and, that it is more
important to treat fellow apes with
respect than it is to experiment.
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Apes
Many apes don’t have prehensile
tails. Many apes are good tree
climbers.

Helper Monkeys
Some monkeys are trained to help
people with injuries who have
trouble moving, walking, and using
their arms.

Apes have 5 teeth called molars.
Apes have flatter ribcages than
monkeys and shorter, less mobile
spines thank monkeys.

Monkeys are socialized by foster,
human families when they are babies.
They get further training by
professionals and are placed with a
person who needs help.
These monkeys are trained a lot like
the dogs that are used to help blind
people.
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Monkeys

Pets

Monkeys are not easy to define. They
don’t have a single trait (like a tooth
or a hair color) that is unique to
monkeys.

Monkeys are not allowed to be pets
in most areas of the United States.
Even in places where monkeys can be
pets, the human has to get a permit.

However, many monkeys have
prehensile tails. Many monkeys have
four teeth called molars.

Other countries are similar with some
countries allowing monkeys to be
pets and some not. Countries that
allow monkeys as pets usually
require permits.
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